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celebration of the economic and environ-
mental benefits that have been driven by pri-
vate sector innovation and Federal energy 
efficiency policies. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LUJÁN. I know of no further de-
bate on the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 411) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. LUJÁN. I ask unanimous consent 
that the preamble be agreed to and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 412, S. Res. 413, S. Res. 
414, S. Res. 415, and S. Res. 416. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolu-
tions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

BUDDY CHECK WEEK 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 544 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 544) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to designate one week each 
year as ‘‘Buddy Check Week’’ for the purpose 
of outreach and education concerning peer 
wellness checks for veterans, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 544) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed as follows: 

S. 544 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF BUDDY CHECK 

WEEK BY SECRETARY OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall designate one week each 
year to organize outreach events and educate 
veterans on how to conduct peer wellness 
checks, which shall be known as ‘‘Buddy 
Check Week’’. 

(b) EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—During Buddy Check 

Week, the Secretary, in consultation with 
organizations that represent veterans, non-
profits that serve veterans, mental health 
experts, members of the Armed Forces, and 
such other entities and individuals as the 
Secretary considers appropriate, shall col-
laborate with organizations that represent 
veterans to provide educational opportuni-
ties for veterans to learn how to conduct 
peer wellness checks. 

(2) TRAINING MATTERS.—As part of the edu-
cational opportunities provided under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A script for veterans to use to conduct 
peer wellness checks that includes informa-
tion on appropriate referrals to resources 
veterans might need. 

(B) Online and in-person training, as appro-
priate, on how to conduct a peer wellness 
check. 

(C) Opportunities for members of organiza-
tions that represent veterans to learn how to 
train individuals to conduct peer wellness 
checks. 

(D) Training for veterans participating in 
Buddy Check Week on how to transfer a 
phone call directly to the Veterans Crisis 
Line. 

(E) Resiliency training for veterans par-
ticipating in Buddy Check Week on handling 
a veteran in crisis. 

(3) ONLINE MATERIALS.—All training mate-
rials provided under the educational oppor-
tunities under paragraph (1) shall be made 
publicly available on a website of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

(c) OUTREACH.—The Secretary, in collabo-
ration with organizations that represent vet-
erans, may conduct outreach regarding edu-
cational opportunities under subsection (b) 
at— 

(1) public events where many veterans are 
expected to congregate; 

(2) meetings of organizations that rep-
resent veterans; 

(3) facilities of the Department; and 
(4) such other locations as the Secretary, 

in collaboration with organizations that rep-
resent veterans, considers appropriate. 

(d) VETERANS CRISIS LINE PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-

sure that a plan exists for handling the po-
tential increase in the number of calls into 
the Veterans Crisis Line that may occur dur-
ing Buddy Check Week. 

(2) SUBMITTAL OF PLAN.—The head of the 
Veterans Crisis Line shall submit to the Sec-
retary a plan for how to handle excess calls 
during Buddy Check Week, which may in-
clude the following: 

(A) Additional hours for staff. 
(B) The use of a backup call center. 
(C) Any other plan to ensure that calls 

from veterans in crisis are being answered in 
a timely manner by an individual trained at 
the same level as a Veterans Crisis Line re-
sponder. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ORGANIZATION THAT REPRESENTS VET-

ERANS.—The term ‘‘organization that rep-
resents veterans’’ means an organization rec-
ognized by the Secretary for the representa-
tion of veterans under section 5902 of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(2) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 101 of 
such title. 

(3) VETERANS CRISIS LINE.—The term ‘‘Vet-
erans Crisis Line’’ means the toll-free hot-
line for veterans provided by the Secretary 
under section 1720F(h) of such title. 

f 

PROTECTING MOMS WHO SERVED 
ACT OF 2021 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 796 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 796) to codify maternity care co-
ordination programs at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Tester 
substitute amendment, which is at the 
desk, be considered and agreed to; that 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read three times and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 3860) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 
Moms Who Served Act of 2021’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) MATERNAL MORTALITY.—The term ‘‘ma-

ternal mortality’’ means a death occurring 
during pregnancy or within a one-year period 
after pregnancy that is caused by pregnancy- 
related or childbirth complications, includ-
ing suicide, overdose, or other death result-
ing from a mental health or substance use 
disorder attributed to or aggravated by preg-
nancy-related or childbirth complications. 

(2) POSTPARTUM.—The term ‘‘postpartum’’, 
with respect to an individual, means the one- 
year period beginning on the last day of the 
pregnancy of the individual. 

(3) PREGNANCY-ASSOCIATED DEATH.—The 
term ‘‘pregnancy-associated death’’ means 
the death of a pregnant or postpartum indi-
vidual, by any cause, that occurs during 
pregnancy or within one year following preg-
nancy, regardless of the outcome, duration, 
or site of the pregnancy. 

(4) PREGNANCY-RELATED DEATH.—The term 
‘‘pregnancy-related death’’ means the death 
of a pregnant or postpartum individual that 
occurs during pregnancy or within one year 
following pregnancy from a pregnancy com-
plication, a chain of events initiated by preg-
nancy, or the aggravation of an unrelated 
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